
T   his is truly a banner year for the Group Foundation 
for Advancing Mental Health! Our fiscal year  
ending June 30, 2014, was the most successful fund 

raising year in our history. The Foundation raised more  
than $360,000 this year, and we hope to build on this for 
years to come.

In this Group Assets column, I have often taken the 
opportunity to let you know how much your generosity con-
tributes to the work and the mission of our organization. We 
have been able to accomplish so much. I have also asked for 
your continued support to realize the dreams of our shared 
vision of organizational sustainability, our commitment to 
quality group work, our public outreach work to communities 
in need, and our training of the next generation of group ther-
apists. Now I get to give all of you a big “shout out” for being 
a key part of the biggest fund raising year we have ever had. 
Our ability to meet our goal reflects the commitment to group 
work and its ability to help change lives and the maturity, 
forward-thinking, and generosity that is alive in the culture of 
our membership.

While the achievement of this goal is cause for a big 
celebration, I think the story of how we got here is also 
something to cheer about; financial success is a result of a 
commitment to our mission and garnering shared support 
for that mission. When we began our fund raising efforts, we 
went directly to the membership and started with our Capital 
Campaign and later developed the Leadership Fund and the 
Education and Scholarship Fund that many of you have com-
mitted to with annual pledges. These annual pledges provide 
the Group Foundation with predictable contributions that 
have stabilized our annual income and have allowed us to 
explore other fund raising options. This core of support and 
trust of the Group Foundation has been invaluable, and we 
thank those of you who form it.

We also began efforts to reach out beyond our mem-
bership. Some of you began sending letters out (or emails 
or Facebook posts) to family, friends, and colleagues out-

side of our community letting them know about the Group 
Foundation and the good work that we do. While this felt a 
bit awkward in the beginning, with training we are getting 
much better at this. The increased awareness of the Group 
Foundation through your efforts has brought in more con-
tributions from individuals outside of the membership. This 
year, it has started to make a difference, and we look forward 
to it continuing to grow. Please keep telling our story.

Beyond our direct solicitation efforts, the Foundation 
has started to join with local Affiliate Societies to sponsor 
celebratory fund raising events to honor individuals who 
have made major contributions to the field at the national 
or the local level. I had the good fortune to be a part of this 
new effort when my local affiliate, Northern California Group 
Psychotherapy Society, dedicated its Annual Dinner to honor 
my Distinguished Fellowship Award. It was an evening 
that had great meaning to me. To be able to celebrate this 
achievement with my colleagues, friends, and family outside 
of the membership was wonderful.

My friends and neighbors along with my family were able 
to celebrate with me and hear why my commitment to the 
work of the Foundation is so important to me. My colleagues 
who didn’t practice group psychotherapy talked about being 
so inspired by our work and our community that they wanted 
to be involved in some way. They were there to be part of 
the process rather than just hearing about my story about the 
award. It truly made it an up close and personal experience 
and brought together those who I care about the most in my 
life. It was a beautiful evening that I will never forget, and 
the fund raising aspect was icing on the cake.

I’m not the only one who has had the privilege of being 
part of this experience. Elliott Zeisel, PhD, LCSW, CGP, 
DFAGPA, Phyllis Cohen, PhD, PsyD, CGP, LFAGPA, and 
Kathy Ulman, PhD, CGP, FAGPA, just to name a few, have 
had events given in their honor. It is worth mentioning that on 
October 25, the Rochester Area Group Psychotherapy Society, 
in partnership with the Group Foundation, celebrated Phyllis 
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Fulfilling the Promise
Founders Circle

Our sincerest appreciation is expressed to these
endowment donors in support of our program.

Leaders 
($100,000+)

Anne & Ramon Alonso

Strategists  
(50,000+)

Patricia & Merle Barth
Harold S. Bernard

Hayward Industries
Ruth Hochberg & Phyllis Hochberg Siegel/ 
The Capital Group Companies Charitable  

Foundation (matching corporate gift)

Advocates 
($25,000+)

John & Nicole Dintenfass
Barbara Squire Ilfeld & Fred Ilfeld/Ilfeld Family 
Fund at Truckee Tahoe Community Foundation
International Board for Certification of Group 

Psychotherapists
Frederic L.R. Jackman

Robert H. Klein
Cindy Knight Endowment Fund

Louis R. Ormont
Albert Riester Memorial Fund

Perry Roth Memorial Fund
Walter & Esther Stone Endowment Fund

Sustainers  
($10,000+)

Fern Cramer Azima & Family/Friends
Marsha Block & Leonard Walter

David & Judith Brook
Trish Cleary & Diana Kunkel

Phyllis Cohen & Walter Goldstein
Connie Concannon & John Rochios

Robert & Lenore Davis
Barbara & Al Dazzo
Mary & John Dluhy

David Hawkins & James Boyles
Lucy Holmes
Earl Hopper

Jeffrey Hudson & Robert Blodgett
Priscilla Kauff

The Kealy Family Foundation
Lisa Mahon & Phil Flores
Maconda Brown O’Connor
Jeanne & Matt Pasternak

John Price Endowment Fund
Andrea Pully

Alberto Serrano
Barbara & Don Turner

Carol Vaughan & Gar Willis
Robert & Sara Jane White

Elliot Zeisel & Mary Sussillo & Family

Group
Assets

Scholarships: The Group Foundation recognizes excellence, promise and vision 
through scholarships to attend the AGPA Annual Meeting. Applications are now being 
accepted for scholarships to the 2015 San Francisco Meeting, February 23-28. Details 
on the application process along with the necessary materials to apply can be found on 
the website at www.agpa.org/foundation/scholarships. The early decision deadline for 
applications is November 1. Applications will be accepted after this date for review on 
a funds-available basis. Please consider a donation to the Foundation’s Education and 
Scholarship Fund in order to help support the training of these new professionals and 
students.

Research Grants: The Group Foundation provides grants to support research 
that advances group psychotherapy. Grants are typically awarded at $2,500-
$15,000, depending on the importance of the research to the field, the seniority of 

the investigators, and the number of research applications received. The application 
and other relevant information may be found on the AGPA website at www.agpa.org/
foundation/research-grants. The deadline for receipt of research grant application 
materials is November 1. Email submission is required; applications and inquiries should 
be sent to the Foundation at dfeirman@agpa.org. 

Honor Your Mentor Program: This is a campaign of appreciation, 
recognizing mentors and emphasizing their importance in fostering the personal and 
professional development of group psychotherapists. A highlight of the program is an 
essay contest in which entrants honor the mentor of their choice. Entry requirements 
and other contest details can be found on the website at www.agpa.org/Foundation/
awards/honor-your-mentor-program. Electronic submissions should be sent to dfeirman@
agpa.org by November 1. Please also consider a donation to the Group Foundation in 
honor of your mentor(s).

Contributions to the Foundation can be made online at: member.agpa.org/
scriptcontent/index.cfm?gpf=1

Reminder: Group Foundation Scholarships,  
Awards and Grants Application  
Deadlines Are Approaching!



Rifkin-Russell, MA, for her contributions 
to group psychotherapy and the Rochester 
community. It was a Wine, Chocolate and 
Live Music event and like the other events, 
celebrated Phyllis, as well as provided an 
opportunity to meet new friends who sup-
port group psychotherapy. The Rochester 

Area GPS also deserves our appreciation 
because as a local Affiliate Society it has 
been incredibly supportive of the Group 
Foundation with time, money, and aware-
ness raising. The Northeastern Society for 
Group Psychotherapy has also held several 
events, as well as a fundraising effort for the 
recent AGPA Annual Meeting in Boston, 
and the Houston GPS is holding is second 
annual wine tasting event and fundraiser 
on November 13. These Affiliates are role 
models for leadership at the local level for 
growing support for the Group Foundation. 
Including the local societies as part of fund 
raising efforts not only helps us financially, 
but also from all reports contributes to creat-
ing a positive way for local membership to 
gather, play, celebrate, and spread the good 
news of group work. 

There are variations on the theme for 
every event, and Affiliate Societies have been 
very creative in customizing these celebra-
tions for honoring individuals. I would encour-
age any of you who are reading this and have 
a person in mind that would be a good candi-
date for such a celebration to take it back to 
your Board. Hosting events that gather current 
and new friends of the Group Foundation 
provides a positive reflection on the identity 
and the activity of your Affiliate Society and 
strengthens the relationships that we have 
locally and nationally.

Speaking of hosting, I hope to see all 
of you in San Francisco, California, for the 
2015 Annual Meeting. We are looking for-
ward to having you in our beautiful bay area 
and sharing all the excitement that Annual 
Meeting brings.

Group Assets 
Connie Concannon, LCSW, CGP, DFAGPA, Editor
Marsha Block, CAE, CFRE, Managing Editor
Diane Feirman, CAE, Editorial/Production Manager 
Angela Stephens, CAE, Editorial/Production Manager

Group Foundation for Advancing Mental Health
25 East 21st Street, 6th floor, New York, NY 10010 
phone: 212-477-2677; toll-free: 877-668-AGPA (2472) 
fax: 212-979-6627; e-mail: info@agpa.org

Sustainer
($10,000–$24,999)
Barbara Goldstein 

AmsterÞ

Explorers 
($5,000–$9,999)
Ramon Alonso
Patricia & Merle 

BarthÞ,t

Aaron & Lara BlackÞ

Marsha Block & 
Leonard WalterÞ,t

Phyllis Cohen & 
Walter Goldstein

Barbara & Al Dazzo/
Stephen Dazzo/ 
Mass Polymers 
Corporation 

Christine FitzstevensÞ

Eugene & Barbara 
KidderÞ

Elizabeth Knight
Lisa Mahon & Phillip 

FloresÞ

Kathy & Kent RiderÞ

Rochester Area GPS
Byron & Carla 

Wilkenfeld

Sponsors 
($2,500–$4,999)
Boston Trust & 

Investment 
Management 
Company

Connie Concannon & 
John Rochios

Eleanor & Chuck 
Counselman

Jeffrey Hudson & 
Robert BlodgettÞ

Gloria KahnÞ

Jeffrey Kleinberg
Paul Mendez/Firecom, 

Inc.
Jeanne & Matt 

Pasternak
Alberto Serrano
Gil Spielberg
Kathleen UlmanÞ

Carol Vaughan & Gar 
WillisÞ

Joanna Weber
Robert & Sara Jane 

Whitet

Elliot Zeisel & Mary 
Sussillo

Guides 
($1,000–$2,499)
Atlanta GPS
Austin GPS
Stewart Aledort
Kathleen Ault
Elaine Cooper
Jerome Gans
Martha Gilmore & 

Haim Weinberg
Les Greene & 

Michelle Collins 
Greene

Katie Griffin
Barry Helfmann
Sally HenryÞ

Lucy Holmes
Earl Hopper
Houston GPS
Joel IsaacsonÞ

Susanne Jensen
Priscilla Kauff
Paul Kaye
Nancy & Jerry KellyÞ

Karis Klassen
Robert Klein
Molyn Leszcz
Ellen McCoy
Edward Miller
Janice Morris
Mary Nicholas
Northeastern SGP
NSGP Foundation
Suzanne PhillipsÞ

Andrea Pully
Darryl Pure
Keith Rand & John 

D’AmicoÞ

Redwell Theater 
Group

Phyllis Rifkin-Russell
Joy Segal
Melvin Stern
Barney Straus
Karen Travis
Lorraine Wodiska

Supporters 
($500–$999)
Anonymous
Anonymous
J. Keith Auerbach
Shari & Allan BaronÞ

Bonnie Bernard
Gail BrownÞ

Tammy Brown
Bonnie Buchele & 

Bruce Hopkins
Trish Cleary & Diana 

Kunkel
Suzanne Cohen

Travis Courville
Molly Donovan & 

Barry Wepman
Hank Fallon
Patricia Florence
Bernard Frankel & 

Barbara Cohn
Stephen FriedmanÞ

Joel Frost
Susan Gantt
William Haydon
Barbara Jackson
Paul LePhuoc
Ronnie Levine
Anne McEneaney
Lise Motherwell
Dayne Narretta
David Panzer
Richard Pessagno
Puget Sound GPN
Deborah Schwartz
Siddharth Shah
Southwestern GPS
Marsha Vannicelli

Donors
($150–$499)
Abrams Little-Gill 

Loberfeld PC
Maryetta Andrews-

Sachs
Sima Ariam
Claudia Arlo
Seth Aronson
Khleber Attwell
Thad Avery
Robert David Bennett
Shoshana Ben-Noam
Paul Berkelhammer
Robert Berley
Jim Bessette
Richard Billow
J. Timothy Boddiet

Kelley Bothe
Judith Brandzel
Frances Braun
Catherine Brennan
Michael Brook
Alice BrownÞ

Jeanne Bunker
Casey Burnett
Stephen Burton
Steven Cadwell
Debora Carmichael
Judith Charnet
Connie Chen
Douglass Clark
Arnold Cohen
Randi Cohen
Theresa Cohen
Karen Cone-Uemurat

Scott Conkright
C. Deborah Cross
Giusy Cuomo
Mark Cutler
Carol Dallinga
Molly Donovan
Randy Dunagan
Patrice Easterly
Sara Emerson
Jay Erwin-Grotsky
Melanie Faust
Barbara FeldÞ

Chera FinnisÞ,t

Keith Fraziert

Albert Gentle
Marc Gilmartin
Franklin Gittess
Robert Gleave
Lois Graham
Enod Gray
Joshua Gross
Ellen Gruber
Melissa Hall
Tom Hallinan
Benjamin Hammett
Sharon Hanan
Cindy Hearne
Michael Hegener
Ruth Hochbergt

Russell Hopfenberg
John & Roseane 

Horwath
Leonard Horwitz
Robert Hsiung
Thomas Hurster
Mary Ivy
Bonnie Jacobson
Vann Joines
Malika Kapadia
Marvin Kaphan
Edward Karmiol
Barbara Keezell
Lois Kennedy
Eugene Kidder
Samuel Klagsbrun
Mary Krueger
Frederic La Belle
Sandra Jo Lane
Thomas Large
A. Lane Leckman
Derek Leighton
K. Lyon
Rebecca MacNair-

Semands
Lawrence Malcus
Saralyn Masselink
Lisa Mersky
Jeff Middleton
Minnesota GPS
Katherine Mitchell
Allan Mohl
Joseph Moreno
Reginald Nettlest

Anne Oakley
Martha Osowski
Michael Ostrower
Susan Perlstein
David Perry
Edoardina Gatti 

Pertegato
William Piper
Charles Pohl
Andrew Pojman
Jeffrey Price
Dan Raviv
Cecil Rice
Kellie Rice
Janet Rifkin
Martha Rose
Jana Rosenbaum
Jeffrey Roth
Michael Russo
J. Scott Rutan
George Saiger
Judith Schaer
Ed Scharf
Leon Schein
Judith Schoenholtz-

Read

Robert Schwalbe
Rosemary Segalla
Marie Sergent
George Shapiro
Joseph Shay
Tony Sheppard
Blair Smith
Joan-Dianne Smith
Teresa Snell
Ryan Spencer
Katherine Steele
D. Thomas Stone
Douglas Stone
Ginger SullivanÞ

Lyn Sullivan
Andrew Susskind
Harriet Swankin
Hillel Swiller
Szilvia Szmuk-

Tanenbaum
Josephine Tervalon
Rick Tivers
Barbara Turner
Steven Van Wagoner
Ronald Vereen
Lawrence Viers
Martha Vogel
William Watson
Jack Whittier
Thomas Wilda
C. Williams
Scott & Anne Wilson
Janet Witte
Yong Xu
Merele Yarborought

Caryl Zaar
Ellen Ziskind

Contributors 
(up to $149)
Alexis Abernethyt

Mitchel Adler
Yvonne Agazarian
Vera Akulov
Ann Allen
Sharon Alpert
Cindy Aron
Brian Ashin
Francisco Aviles-Roig
Ariadne Beck
Eri Bentley
Arjan Berkeljon
Mitchell Berman
Adrien Berthaud
Ann Betz
Marge BlaineÞ

Antonio & Delia 
Blanco

Teresa Blevins
Dolly Boydt

Sarah Brandel
Phil Broemel
Shemika Brooks
Susan Brooks
Lee Thomason 

Budahn
Arthur Byk
Alice Byrne
Matthew Calkins
Terence Carroll
Thomas Carter
Michael Cascio
Janet Castellini
Gerald Chambers
John Chebultz

Elana Clark-Faler
Marvin Clifford
Judith Coché
Joyce Collier
Mary Colmey-Peters
Jose Contel
Patricia Cookseyt

Clinton Coopert

John Cooper
Susan Cooper
Greg Crosby
Brian Dacey
Manuel de Torres
Patricia Dennis
Jennifer DeSouza
Elaine Dinitz
Naomi Dogan
Patricia Doherty
Rita Drapkin
Maryann Dubner
David Dumais
Linda Eisenberg
James Ellis
Madeline Escobar
Anita Evans
April Fallon
Deborah Farrell
Diane Feirman
Barbara Finn
Agnes Forras
Mildred Forrell
Michael Frank
Myrna Frank
Wendy Freedman
Lynn Friedman
Lena Furgeri
Vanya Gamblet

Cara Gardenswartz
Elizabeth Gaskill
Jeanne Gavrin
Cheryl Gerson
Robin Good
Melvin Grady
Henry Grass
Arthur Gray
George Greenberg
Ronnie Greenberg
Douglas Greve
William Grey
Frances Griffiths
Andrea Grunblatt
Dominick GrundyÞ

Martha GunzburgÞ

John Halbrook
Suki Hall
Anna Hampton
Natan HarPaz
Nancy Harrington
Ella Harris
Daniel Harrop
Vivian Hawkins
Justin Hecht
Kimberlee Hedrick
Doris Wild Helmering
Steven Henne
Judye Hess
Ann Horton
Paula-Jo Husack
Mark Hutto
Barbara and Fred 

IlfeldÞ

Yoon Im Kane
Jacinto Inbar
Miriam Iosupovici
Willie Jacobst

Roberta JellinekÞ

Margaret JohnstoneÞ

Anthony Joyce
Ronald Kamm
Nick Kanas
Scott Kaplan
David Kaplowitz
Margean Kastner
Morton Katz
Miriam Kauderer
Cele & Sam Keepert

Maurine Kelly
Howard Kibel
Ronald Kimball
Leslie Klein
Joseph Kobos
Ugur Kocataskin
Eleanor Komet
Shelley Korshak
Gladys Kraft
Elizabeth Krainer
Yair Kramer
Marti Kranzberg
Judith Lauterstein
Amy & Michael 

Lawcht

Dorothy Le Pere
Elaine Leader
Susan Lemley
John Levenson
Rochelle Levit
Larry Liebgold
Jeannie Little
Madeleine Littman
Leslie Lothstein
Jamie Loveland
Lawrence Ludwig
Philip Luloff
Gregory MacColl
Michelle Maidenberg
Charles Mantante
Donna Markham
Araminta Marriottt

Suzette Marriott
Elisabeth Marsh
Patricia Martinez-

Longt

Stanley Masinter
S John McDonald
Jennifer McLain
Judy McLaughlin-

Ryan
Joan Medway
Thomas Meiring
Nino Menteshashvili
Phyllis Mervis
Stanley Meyers
Madelyn Miller
Selma Miller
Hannah Mirmiran
Farooq Mohyuddin
Arlene Montgomery
Diane Montgomery-

Logan
Constance Moore
Richard Newman
Toby Newman
Ronald Nierman
Johnette Oakest

Elizabeth O’Connor
Siobhan O’Neill
Greg Pacini
Patrick Padon
Lynn Pearl
Robert Pepper

Rose Phelps
Margaret Postlewaite
Alice Powsner
John & Hilde Pully
Arnold Rachman
Valerie Radetzky
Catherine Reedy
Daisy Reese
Kenneth Reinhard
Janet ResnickÞ

Lewis Richmond
Anna Rickell
Andre Roch
Arthur Rosenkrantz
Rebecca Roth
David Rothauser
Janie Runion
B. Sanderst

Peggy Schilling
Marc Schramm
Kathryn Schroeder-

Bruce
Irwin Schultz
Shannon Scott
Robert Seidel
Wilma Selenfriend
Elizabeth Shapiro
Emanuel Shapiro
William Shapiro
Meg Sharpe
Geoffrey Shaskan
Betty Sheppard
Allan Sheps
Karen Shore
Adam Silk
James Siwy
Irwin Sollinger
Lyn Sommer
Southwest 

Psychotherapy 
Associatest

Beatrice Sowellt

Hai-Van Sponholz
Kathleen Stephens
Stephanie StoddardÞ

Suzanne Stutman
Julie Sullivan-

Redmond
Joseph Tarantolo
Peter Taylor
Judith Tellerman
Tracy Thomas
Linda Jane Leblanc 

Thompson
Paul Timin
Matthew Tomatz
Jude Treder-Wolff
Judith Ullman
Robert Unger
Alessandra Urbano
Ernst Valfer
Gianna Viola
Susan Walker
Marie Webb
Frances Weiss
Nancy Wesson
Donald Wexler
Kurt White
Karen Wischmeyer
Janet Wolf
Deborah Wray
Jerry Zoller

2014 Contributions to the Group Foundation for Advancing Mental Health
Gifts acknowledged here are from January 1, 2014 through September 30, 2014

Legacy Society 
Ramon Alonso 

Shari & Allan Baron 

Patricia & Merle Barth

Richard Beck

Marsha Block & Leonard Walter

Trish Cleary &  
Diana Kunkel

Jerry & Nancy Gans

Katie Griffin 

David Hawkins

Jeffrey Hudson &  
Robert Blodgett

Susanne Jensen 

Cele Keeper

Lisa Mahon & Phil Flores

Keith Rand &  
John D’Amico

Lorraine Wodiska

Elliot Zeisel &  
Mary Sussillo

Banner Year  
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In Memoriam Contributions 
(donor is listed in parentheses)

Fern Cramer Azima (Elizabeth Knight, Lisa Mahon 

& Phil Flores)

Bob Beck (Elizabeth Knight)

Ethan Cone-Uemera (Shari Baron)

Carla Derhy-Snijders (Keith Rand, Blair Smith)

K. Roy MacKenzie (Elizabeth Knight)

Lillian Rand (Lisa Mahon & Phil Flores)

	

In Honor of Contributions 
(donor is listed in parentheses)

Anne Alonso (Elizabeth Krainer, Hillel Swiller)

Trish Cleary & Diana Kunkel (Maurine Kelly, 

Elizabeth Knight)

Phyllis Cohen (indicated with Þ in donor listing)

Connie Concannon (Andrew Pojman)

Josephine Cunningham’s 75th Birthday (indicated 

with t in donor listing)

Philip Flores (Atlanta GPS)

David Hawkins’ and James Boyles’ Marriage 

(Patricia & Merle Barth, Marsha Block & 

Leonard Walter, Phyllis Cohen & Walter 

Goldstein, Jeff Hudson & Robert Blodgett, 

Elizabeth Knight, Lisa Mahon & Phillip 

Flores, Carol Vaughan & Gar Willis and 

Elliot Zeisel & Mary Sussillo) 

Jeffrey Hudson’s & Robert Blodgett’s Marriage 

(Shoshana Ben-Noam, Trish Cleary & Diana 

Kunkel, Diane Feirman, Mary Ivy, Nancy 

& Jerry Kelly, Ronnie & Ira Levine, Diane 

Montgomery-Logan & Lanny Watts, John & 

Hildy Pully & Joseph Shay)

Kathy Rider’s Social Responsibility Award 

(Elizabeth Knight)

Phyllis Rifkin-Russell (Marsha Block & Leonard 

Walter, Judith Charnet, Phyllis Cohen, Sally 

Henry, Jeffrey Hudson & Robert Blodgett, 

Janet Rifkin and Marie Sergent)

Tony Sheppard (Betty Sheppard)

Kathleen Ulman (Kathy & Kent Rider, Scott & 

Anne Wilson)

Honor Your Mentor 
Contributions 
(donor is listed in parentheses)

Harold Bernard (Robin Good)

Trish Cleary (Hannah Mirmiran)

David Hawkins (Russell Hopfenberg, Ronald 

Vereen)

Edward Karmiol (Thomas Hurster)

Priscilla Kauff (Keith Rand, Yong Xu)

Etta Martin (Karen Travis)

Joan Medway (Sarah Brandel)

Keith Rand (Michelle Rex, Ryan Spencer)

Theodore Schramm (Marc Schramm)

Tony Sheppard (Susan Lemley)

Elliot Zeisel (Janice Morris)


