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Rochester Presents Decoding the Tablecloth
On November 18, the community of Rochester, New 
York, was fortunate to host Gabriela Kohen, MFA, who 
performed her play Decoding the Tablecloth as a fundraiser 
benefitting three organizations: AGPA, JCC of Rochester, 
and The Jewish Federation of Rochester. 

Kohen, who received her acting degree from the American 
Conservatory Theater, is a drama therapist at Sanctuary for 
Families and Restore, New York City, a faculty member of 
the Therapeutic Arts Alliance of Manhattan, and a gradu-
ate of the Center for Modern Psychoanalytic Studies.

Gaby’s performance was very powerful and moving as she 
related her personal story through the portrayal of more 
than 20 characters of her family growing up in Jewish and 
Latino communities in New York City and Argentina. Her 
performance illuminates the phenomenon of transgenera-
tional trauma and how it was evidenced through five gener-
ations of her family. Her poignant shifts between the many 
members of her family made for a riveting experience, as 

she transitioned back and forth between the present and 
the past. Her extraordinary facility to personify the char-
acters is, no doubt, informed and enhanced by her training 
and practice as a modern psychoanalyst. This play relates 
to the group therapy process if we consider our family as an 
actual group, as well as the family group inside our mind. 
On behalf of the Group Foundation, we were thrilled to 
be able to bring this play to our community and provide an 
opportunity to view and discuss it.

Christine Fitzstevens, LCSW-R, CGP, Aaron Black, PhD, 
and Phyllis Rifkin-Russell, MS, LMHC, CGP, members of 
the Group Foundation Board of Directors, underwrote the 
expenses so that all proceeds directly support Foundation 
programs. 

The event was held at the JCC of Rochester. We were 
so fortunate to have the Jewish Federation on board as 
promoters of our fundraiser and contributors. Specifical-
ly, we thank Bonnie Abrams for her contributions! Ralph 
Meranto, CenterStage Artistic Director, was invaluable as 
he worked very closely with Howard Markus and Chris Fitz-
stevens on all the crucial details that made our event flow 
seamlessly from a pre-production reception for the event’s 
patrons to a small post-production gathering in honor of 
Gaby. Steve Russell and Bill Watson were huge additions 
in their support of Aaron Black as purveyors of the fine 
wines served at the reception that was lively, fun, and well 
attended. It was truly a group effort. 

The projected income for the Group Foundation is approx-
imately $5,000, which will go directly to supporting schol-
arships at AGPA Connect (one lovely moment was when 
a former local scholarship recipient spoke about the bene-
fits of receiving the Foundation’s support). It’s exciting to 
have an event provide a service and connection to our local 
community, while simultaneously helping others in our 
larger group therapy community get training and support.

We thank all those who attended the play, and we thank 
Gabriela Kohen for sharing her story, which is a gift to all 
who have the opportunity to be her witness. 

LEGACY SOCIETY
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THE FACES OF OUR FOUNDATION
If you have attended the AGPA Annual Meet-
ing with any regularity over the past couple 
of decades, you have definitely seen Patri-
cia (Pat) Barth, PhD, CGP, DLFAGPA, behind 
a podium. She was either presiding over a 
Group Foundation-sponsored event during 
the conference or giving a Treasurer’s 
Report at the AGPA Board Meeting or the 
Community Meeting. Once you have seen 
her you won’t forget her. She stands tall and 
elegant in her leadership positions and her 
presentations. 

Pat is a clinical psychologist practicing in Houston, Texas, and a Dis-
tinguished Fellow of AGPA. She has also served on the Faculty of 
Baylor College and has supervised the Group Psychotherapy Resi-
dency Program. You have seen her name on the Faculty of the AGPA 
Annual Meeting for many years, leading workshops and serving as 
an Institute group leader.

Pat also served in AGPA governance in the capacity of Treasurer, and 
it was my pleasure to serve with her on the Executive Committee. 
Her most significant contribution was her eight-year tenure as the 
Chair of the Group Foundation, providing leadership throughout our 
highly successful Capital Campaign. During her tenure as Chair, she 
was tireless in supporting the goals of the Foundation, growing it 
into the thriving and dynamic organization it is today. I asked Pat to 
share what her involvement with the Foundation has meant to her.

“I initially joined the Foundation when asked by Anne Alonso, 
PhD, CGP, DFAGPA. I looked forward to being on the Board and 
learning more about the organization. Little did I know what the 
extent of my involvement would be! Chair for eight years!

It was gratifying to be involved in the Capital Campaign and 
finally being able to pay off the headquarters debt. It was also 
gratifying, after 9/11, to see our organization move more to 
community outreach—going from a rather insular organization 
to actually being in the community, and putting our group skills 
to work with first responders and victims of trauma all over the 
world.

I’m not a person who likes to ask others for money. However, 
everyone was extremely generous when I did so. AGPA has 
wonderful, dedicated members, which is why I’ve continued 
to be involved. The community outreach also made it easier to 
explain to others why we needed financial aid to continue to do 
what we do.

Marsha Block, CAE, CFRE, CEO, and Diane Feirman, CAE, Public 
Affairs Senior Director, have been wonderful mentors, guiding 
me along the way. To have professionals on our staff who have 
been with us for so long and who have such a grasp of things 
has been invaluable. We’re very blessed to have them.

The scholarship program has grown exponentially over the 
years. To be able to give scholarships to more than 200 students 
and new professionals each year is truly a wonderful experience. 
With young people not tending to join organizations in today’s 
world, it is even more important to reach out to try to bring 
them in.

So many charities are asking for our dollars today. We have to 
pick and choose. The Group Foundation is at the top of my list.”

When I look back on all the contributions that Pat Barth has made to 
AGPA and the Group Foundation, I think that we are the ones who 
are blessed. She has given her time, her leadership, and her heart to 
supporting the work of our organization. We owe both Pat and her 
husband, Dr. Merle Barth, a debt of gratitude for their generosity at 
many levels. I’m proud to call them my friends.

Connie Concannon, LCSW, CGP, DFAGPA 
Editor, Group Assets

Houston Hosts Event to Benefit  
Foundation Scholarships
This past October, five of us from Houston (Patricia Barth, 
PhD, CGP, DLFAGPA, Elizabeth Knight, MSW, CGP, 
DFAGPA, Carol Vaughan, LCSW, CGP, LFAGPA, Bob 
White, MD, CGP, LFAGPA, and Sara Jane White, PhD, 
FAICP) hosted and sponsored our annual event to raise 
money for scholarships to AGPA Connect. This was the 
fourth year we’ve hosted a fundraiser for the Foundation. 
Deciding to do something different from our usual wine and 
food tradition, we brought in Peter Olsson, MD, from New 
Hampshire to discuss his book, The Making of a Homegrown 
Terrorist.

Nearly 50 people attended the event, which was held in 
an Archway gallery. Dr Olsson generously provided three 
of his books, which were given away in a drawing. The 
event was enhanced by the wine and appetizers that were 

catered by a local chef. We also had a delightful surprise 
with the attendance of Marsha Block, CAE, CFRE, CEO, 
Angela Stephens, CAE, Professional Development Senior 
Director, and Lois Miller, CAE, meeting consultant, who 
were in town for a site visit at the two hotels hosting AGPA 
Connect. A good time was had by all, and almost $4,000 
was raised to support scholarships for AGPA Connect 
2018 being held February 26–March 3 in our hometown 
of Houston. The scholarships provide much-needed train-
ing to students, new professionals, and agency and military 
employees who would otherwise not be able to attend the 
meeting.  

To add to the excitement of AGPA Connect being in 
Houston, AGPA will be honoring three AGPA/Houston 
GPS leaders: Elizabeth Knight will be presenting the Insti-

EDITOR’S NOTE You may notice a change in the content in this issue of Group Assets. Rather than 
reporting the news of the Group Foundation solely through an Editor’s article, we 
invited those who are actively involved to share their experiences of being part of a 
community that has committed to supporting the field of group psychotherapy. 

This issue focuses on local events that have taken place. This is an effort to create a 
more inclusive and dynamic way to represent all of the important work that goes on 
within the Foundation.

My thanks to the contributors who helped launch this new direction.

Connie Concannon, LCSW, CGP, DFAGPA 
Editor, Group Assets

Group Foundation Board and Rochester community 
members (left to right) Aaron Black, PhD, Phyllis 
Rifkin-Russell, MS, LMHC, CGP, and Christine  
Fitzstevens, LCSW-R, CGP, organized a fundraiser  
to benefit the Foundation.
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2017 Community of Givers
GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED HERE ARE FROM JANUARY 1, 2017 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2017

IN MEMORIAM  
CONTRIBUTIONS 
(donor is listed in parentheses)
Yvonne Agazarian (Claudia Byram,  

Dayne Naretta, Neal Spivack)
Anne Alonso (Nanine Ewing, Karsten 

Kueppenbender, Scott Rutan)
Harold Bernard (Ellen Feinstein, Nina Thomas)
Barbara Cohn (Chera Finnis)
Ethan Cone-Uemura (Karen Cone-Uemura)
Troy Cunningham  

(indicated with * in donor listing)
Albert Dazzo (Marsha Block & Leonard Walter, 

Lisa Mahon & Philip Flores,  
Jeanne Pasternak)

Jay Erwin-Grotsky (John Cooper, Laura Ebady, 
Chris Fitzstevens, Janice Morris,  
Patricia Olwell)

Nancy Fawcett (Ann Horton, Keith Rand)
Frank Feirman (Catherine Reedy)
Lena Furgeri (Lisa Mahon & Philip Flores, Andrea 

Grunblatt)
John Gladfelter (Marti Kranzberg)
Daniel Griffiths (David Griffiths)
Jack Patrick Jackson (Barbara Jackson)
Colin & Katherine Little (Pamela Tripsas)
Louis Ormont (Andrea Grunblatt)
Harris Peck (Ilka Peck)
Cecil Rice (Alan Albert, Eleanor Counselman, 

Donald Fuhrmann, Suzanne Phillips,  
Margaret Postlewaite, Andrea Pully,  
J. Scott Rutan, Michael Street) 

Pearl Rosenberg (Linda Muldoon)
Leslie Rosenthal (Andrea Grunblatt)
Theodore Schramm (Marc Schramm)
Richard Spencer (Keith Rand)
Dick Ulman (Lisa Mahon & Philip Flores,  

Jeanne Pasternak)

IN HONOR OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
(donor is listed in parentheses)
AGPA Staff (Nicole Millman-Falk)
Larry Albrecht (Jacqueline Poussot)
Allan Baron (Shari Baron, Martha Gilmore, 

Susan Maxwell, Mary Sharon Tucker)
Andy Beck (Vivian Nelson, Lawrence Viers)
Al Berman (Mitchell Berman)
Bruce Bernstein (Kathleen Ault)
Gary Burlingame (Jennifer Alonso)
Deborah Carmichael’s Fellowship  

(Eleanor Counselman, Oona Metz)
Phyllis Cohen (Barbara Goldstein Amster, 

Charles & Merryl Zegar)
Travis Courville’s Affiliate Assembly Award 

(Robin Good, Jana Rosenbaum, Karen Travis)
Donald & Elaine Ehrman (Leslie Behar)
Stephen Day Ellis (Janet Castellini)
Jim Fishman (Steven Cadwell, Katie Griffin)
Tom Gis (Joseph Russo)
David Hawkins (Russell Hopfenberg,  

Ronald Vereen)
Earl Hopper (Ellen McCoy)
Jack Patrick Jackson (Barbara Jackson)
Edward Karmiol (Terence Caroll,  

Thomas Hurster, Craig Stevens)
Robert Klein (Leslie Lothstein)
Irvin Kraft (Khleber Attwell)
Ronnie Levine (DeLinda Spain)
Beatrice Liebenberg (Maryetta Andrews-Sachs)
Robert Lipgar (Jeffrey Roth)
Joan Medway (Sarah Brandel)
Richard and Toby Newman’s 50th Anniversary 

(Aaron Fink, Jana Rosenbaum)
Richard Newman (Helen Chong)
David Panzer (Yair Kramer)
Jeanne Pasternak’s Distinguished Fellowship 

(Eleanor Counselman, Paul LePhuoc,  
Tony Sheppard)

Judy Plemons (Philip Horner)
Keith Rand (Alan Bernstein, Ryan Spencer)
Rachel Redd (Mark Drummond Davis)
Kathy Rider (Shelley Imholte)
Phyllis Rifkin-Russell (Rudy Lucas, Janet Rifkin, 

Justin Vigdor)
Tony Sheppard (Kenneth Linfield, Keith Rand)
Karen Travis (Alma & Jimmy Coker, Marcia Cox, 

Darlene Ford, Gregory Greer, Jeffrey Hudson, 
Nancy Kelly, Ronald Nierman,  
Patricia Trapen, Lynne Vance)

Kathleen Ulman’s Distinguished Fellowship 
(Eleanor Counselman)

Carol Vaughan (Patrick Padon, Carole Riggs)

tute Opening Plenary; Jeanne Pasternak, LCSW, CGP, DFAGPA, 
will be honored as a new Distinguished Fellow; and Patricia Barth 
will be the featured speaker at the annual Fellows Breakfast hosted 
by the Group Foundation. 

Hit by Hurricane Harvey at the end of August 2017, this has been 
a hard year for Houstonians. Many homes in all areas of Houston 

were totally flooded. It will take minimally the better part of the 
next year for Houstonians to get back into their homes and for this 
city to get back to normalcy. However with the spirit of Houston, 
this city has come together to help one another like none other. 
Likewise, we are pleased to be able to do our part in helping the 
Group Foundation support scholarship attendees. AGPA, Hous-
ton welcomes you. 
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Lois Graham
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Marsha Vannicelli
Ronald Vereen
Lawrence Viers
Deborah Wray

Supporters
($250 - $499)
Anonymous
Yvonne Agazarian
M. Sophia Aguirre
Mary Alvord
Sima Ariam
Thad Avery
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Karen Cone-Uemura
Clinton Cooper
Jason Crooks
Trish Dayan
Kylie Dennis
Patrice Easterly
Laura Ebady
Linda Eisenberg
Anita Evans
Nanine Ewing
Barbara Feld

Aaron Fink*
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Leon Schein
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Maggie Shaver
Allan Sheps
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J. Keith Auerbach
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Samantha Barron
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Ariadne Beck
Richard Beck
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Robert David Bennett
Paul Berkelhammer
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Bruce Bernstein
Adrien Berthaud
Seamus Bhatt-Mackin
Jennie Bingham
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Steve Boone
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Jeff Brand
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Phil Broemel
Michael Brook
Li Brookens

Shemika Brooks
Alice Brown
Nina Brown
Tammy Brown
Zachary Bryant
Jessica Buchholz
Eva Bulls*
David Burke
Claudia Byram
Alice Byrne
Steven Cadwell
Amanda Cantal
Terence Carroll
Michael Cascio
Janet Castellini
Linda Chase
John Chebultz
Elana Marie Clark-Faler
Marvin Clifford
Jane Cobb
Judith Coché
Theresa Cohen
Alma & Jimmy Coker
Marlo Colantonio
Joanna Colrain
Rebecca Compton
Brian & Jacqueline Cooper*
David Cooper
John Cooper
Dave Cooperberg
Marcia Cox
Jeanne Crawford
Kevin Credeur
Greg Crosby
Virginia Cruse
Beverly Dalby
Carol Dallinga
Lisa Daniels
Cary Davidson
Jen Davis
Mark Drummond Davis
Santiago Delboy
Elena Denis
Jennifer DeSouza
Susan Ducloux
David Dumais
Randy Dunagan
Margarette Dye
Sara Emerson
Jay Erwin-Grotsky
Bruce Evans
Monica Farassat
Ellen Feinstein
Darryl Feldman
A. Guilherme Ferreira
Suzanne Ferris
Elyssa Michelle Fink
Agnes Forras
Rosalind Forti
Heather Frank
Michael Frank
Myrna Frank
Susan Frankel
Robert Frederick
Wendy Freedman
Lena Friedman
Joel Frost
Don and Nancy Frye
Eva Fyer
Susan Gantt
Cara Gardenswartz
Daniel Garza
Jeanne Gavrin
Albert Gentle
Rama Gerig
Cheryl Gerson
Ellen Gittess
Franklin Gittess*
George Glass
Evelyn Goodman
Ashley Graber
Cheryl Grant
Elinor Grayer
William Greene
Greenway Psychotherapy 
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Gregory Greer
Frances Griffiths
Lucy Grimes
Micki Grimland
Joshua Gross
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Dominick Grundy
Alison Haber
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Lynn Hamerling
Benjamin Hammett
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Sharon Hanan
Ira Handelman
Daniel Harrop
Michelle Harwell
Tom Haskins
Steven Henne
Judye Hess
Richard Holt
Sara & Henry Hope
Donald Hoppe
Phillip Horner
Ann Horton
Lindsey Horvath
Leonard Horwitz
Dillon Hosier
Bojun Hu

Edward Hunt
Johnnie Hunter*
Yoon Im Kane
Shelley Imholte
Jacinto Inbar
Miriam Iosupovici
Leena Isac
David Jackson
Debbie Jones
Jennifer Joseph
Anthony Joyce
Colleen Kaenan
Tan Kah
Francis Kaklauskas
Ronald Kamm
Nick Kanas
Geoffrey Kane
Marvin Kaphan
Arnold Kaplin
David Kaplowitz
Steven Karbelnig
Susan Karpenko
Mary Ann Kassier
Margean Kastner
Alexandra Katehakis
Miriam Kauderer
Elizabeth Kaufmann
Cele Keeper
Linda Kimball
Samuel Klagsbrun
Eduard Klain
Edith Katherine Knowlton
Joseph Kobos
Revaz Korinteli
Shelley Korshak
Hidefumi Kotani
Elizabeth Krainer
Yair Kramer
Marti Kranzberg
Kerry Kravitz
Joel Krieg
Elaine Leader
Lane Leckman
Sharon Leiderman
John Levenson
Lawrence Levi
Rochelle Levit
Marilyn Levitt
Charleen Lewis
Miguel Lewis
Kenneth Linfield
Gerry Lowe
Rudy Lucas
Lawrence Ludwig
Philip Luloff
Gregory MacColl
R. Tracy MacNab
Rebecca MacNair-Semands
Shannon Magnis
Michelle Maidenberg
Lawrence Malcus
Shira Marin
Suzette Marriott
Liz Marsh
Saralyn Masselink
Linnea Mavrides
Susan Maxwell
John Mccarthy
Judy McLaughlin-Ryan
Joan Medway
Thomas Meiring
Pamela  Menter
Lisa Mersky
Oona Metz
Nicole Millman-Falk
Anthony Mills
Jaque Milofsky
Hannah Mirmiran
Katherine Mitchell
Judy Moatman*
Constance Moore
William Moore
Joseph Moreno
Lauree Moss
Linda Muldoon
Doris Muniz
Michael Murphy
Renee Nahum
Shea Nakamura
Stacy Nakell
Vivian Nelson
Reginald Nettles
Thomas & Marla Netzel
Richard Newman
Toby Newman
Ronald Nierman
Pamela Nilsson
Yong Niu
Elizabeth O’Connor
Elizabeth Olson
Carole O’Shea
Sandra Ottinger
Anna Packard
Patrick Padon
Anthony Patterson
Lynn Pearl
Ilka M Peck
John Peloian
Nolan Penn
Robert Pepper
Evelyn Perlman
Edoardina Gatti Pertegato
Richard Pessagno

Scott Phillips
Petra Pilgrim
Rena Pollak
Lenore Pomerance
Jacquelyn Poussot
Lisa Susanne Powell
Alice Powsner
Elizabeth Quayle
Arnold Rachman
Leor Ram
Samantha Rauber
Dan Raviv
Catherine Reedy
Anne Refermat
William Reich
Shelly Reiner
Janet Resnick
Michele Ribeiro
Kellie Rice
Lewis Richmond
Carole Riggs
Marianne Robinson
Andre Roch
Robert Roney
David Rose
Elaine Rosenson
David Rothauser
Marie Rothschild
Elaine Rubin
Beth & James Ruiz
Jennifer McLain
Deborah Runyeon
Linda Russell
Marilyn Satter*
John Schlapobersky
Howard Schnairsohn
Marc Schramm
Ken Schwartz
Joan Seiffert
Elizabeth Shapiro
Emanuel Shapiro
Rhoda Shapiro
William Shapiro
Deborah Stokes Sharp
Meg Sharpe
Geoffrey Shaskan
Richard Shelton
Walker Shields
Phyllis Siegel
Terry Simpson
Shanon Sitkin
James Siwy
Sherrie Smith
Stephen Smith
Teresa Snell
DeLinda Spain
Neal Spivack
Karin Sponholz
Vanessa Pawlowski
Katherine Steele
Kathleen Stephens
Craig Stevens
Suzanne Stutman
Jason Sugg
Julie Sullivan-Redmond
Hillel Swiller
John Taylor
Peter Taylor
Morton Tenzer
Lee Ann Tepper
Linda Tesar-Amimoto
Nina Thomas
Paul Timin
Matthew Tomatz
Eric Torres
Patricia Trapen
Thomas Treadwell
Tarzana Treatment
Jude Treder-Wolff
Mary Tucker
Marcée Turner
Noelle Turner
Judith Ullman
Lynne Vance
Justin Vigdor
Michael Vigorito
Gianna Viola
Rick Volden
Susan Volentine
Susan Walker
Carla Washington
Stacy Watkins
Ralph & Demetria Watson*
Marie Webb
Ella Weiss
Nancy Wesson
Kurt White
Leticia White
Robert & Sara Jane White
William Whitney
Thomas Wilda
Karen Wischmeyer
Janet Wolf
Truett Wright
Karen Wulfson
James Wyrtzen
Yong Xu
Irvin Yalom
Laura Young
Adele Zinberg


